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in the dead of night, stealthily approach each other from different parts of his army, sometimes with only rifles, but sometimes with a cannon, and then organize, kill or run in their pickets, then shoot into the camp, arousing the whole army, with no more sleep for the night, and this was so varied as to keep the British army in a state of consternation during the entire fifteen days.
In some respects the series of attacks on Jackson's lines resemble the series of assaults made by Napoleon on Wellington's right wing, or solid square, at the battle of Waterloo, the difference being that, while Napoleon was trying to break the line, a solid square on the right, knowing that unless the line could be broken the day was lost, just as Packenham was trying to break the Jackson line, believing that to break the line was to win the battle. The difference is that Napoleon's assault was made and repeated through one entire day only, while Packenham's assaults on Jackson's line lasted fifteen days. Instead of the American people Having one grand holiday in honor of Jackson's victory on the 8th, they should have a sort of Lent, running over the fifteen days, in memory of the men that for these days willingly offered their lives for their country, and made the welkin ring with three cheers from one end of the line to the other when old England's army came in sight at the final struggle. There should be fifteen days of thankfulness to Almighty God for his providence in delivering us from the humiliation of defeat and subjugation by a nation that long since decided that the rights of all people can, so far as it is concerned, only be determined by the size and number of its guns.
But to the battle. It's a short story. General Gibbs' division of 3,000 men was sent to the extreme right (Jackson's left), evidently to do what Jackson anticipated when he put Coffee with his Tennessee troops in the swamps to prevent the flank movement; but, for some reason, prob-ere rallied and halted.
